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Sk SPRING CLEANUP WEEK, JUNE 1st THRU JUNE 77th.
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Time to clean up the yard, straighten up the winter mess

o And sweep the sidewalk.
I/ Maybe even clean up the trash on the vacant lot next door,
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Or take a trash bag along when we go for our walk.

v How about the cemetery?
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N Do the family gravestones look like we’d want ours to look?

Alg COMMUNITY PRIDE CAN ONLY RUN AS DEEP
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AS THE RESIDENTS WANT IT TO.
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JUNK CARS

Now is the time to get rid of those rusting cars
sitting in the yard. Dealers, like 3rd Street
Auto, are paying $150 for them.

Contact any of the junk dealers in the area, to
get a “haul-away” price.

TRANSFER STATION DATES
9 AM. TO 2P.M.

MAY 10TH & 17TH.

JUNE THRU SEPTEMBER IT WILL BE
OPEN THE SECOND SATURDAY OF

EACH MONTH

OCTOBER 11TH & 18TH

HELP WANTED

Republic Township will be hiring one additional summer student.
Apply at the Township Office.







Iron Ore Heritage Trail

Many questions have been raised concerning the proposed Iron Ore Heritage Trail under devel-
- opment here in Marquette County. This will be the first in a series of informational articles on
the Iron Ore Heritage Trail with emphasis on the development of the Heritage Trail within Re-
public Township. Future articles will expand on the information provided here and provide ex-
amples of the success of similar trails within our region and nationally. ‘

The Iron Ore Heritage Trail will be a 48 mile multi-use, year round trail that connects, pre-
serves and interprets the significant sites, structures and stories of Marquette County’s 160
years of mining heritage. The trail, stretching from the former Republic State Bank Building to
Kawbawgam Road in Chocolay Township, will be a combination of pavement and aggregate
surfacing depending on the location. The trail will accommodate both motorized and non-
motorized users including ATV’s, snowmobiles, bikers, hikers, equestrians and other related
users. In order to ensure the safety of the variety of users parallel and/or partitioned trails will
be developed. This development will be in a phased approach and initially all portions of the
trail may not be available to all users.

The Iron Ore Heritage Recreation Authority has been established to work with the State of
Michigan, the governments within Marquette County, and private landowners, to gain perma-
nent perpetual easements for the preservation of this major east west corridor through the
county. This Recreation Authority is made up of the 10 municipalities encompassing the trail
and is further responsible for raising and administering funds for the development and mainte-
nance of the trail. The Recreation Authority has proposed a 2/10ths millage for a period of six
years be put before the voters on the November ballot to fund the development and maintenance
of the trail. Across all 10 municipalities this amount will raise $290,470 annually, or
$1,742,820 over the life of the millage. These funds will be controlled locally by the Recrea-
tion Authority and be utilized to leverage additional money through government, corporate and
foundation grants.

Based on the success of similar “rails to trails” systems throughout the country, the Recreation
Authority expects to raise $7 to $8 in private and grant funding for every dollar of millage
raised. So over the life of the millage, $1,742,820 in millage will be leveraged to raise up to
$14,000,000 in funds for trail development, enhancement and maintenance. For residents of
Republic Township this millage translates into an average increase of $4.22 in taxes annually or
a total of $25.32 over the life of the millage.

In our next newsletter we will talk specifically about the development of the Heritage Trail
within Republic Township, from the proposed purchase and renovation of the former Republic
State Bank building to the development of the Republic Wetlands Preserve. If you would like
to view additional information, copies of the recreation plan for the Regional Recreation Au-
thority are available at Town Hall.



