
SEWER DOMINOS
 

Ask people what dominos are, and almost everyone can tell you it's game played with tiles, with 
nllmbers on each tile~ Ask people what they picture when they think of dominos, and they will almost al­
ways picture a series of those tile on edge, falling in a row. We just had a row of dominos fall, that we 
didn't realize were lined up. What possible connection could a grocery store closing in South Republic 
have with someone living in North Republic? Falling dominos. 

Most people don't realize that the "keep-run" does more than keep their water line from freezing. 
That uninterrupted flow of water also helps keep the sewer line open. With the very cold nights from 
around the beginning of January, frost was driven much deeper than usual. The sewer problem started at 
the catch basin on the west end of Birch street in South Republic. So little uninterrupted flow of water 
was coming down the alley through the sewer main, that the pipe froze up where it emptied into the 
Birch street catch basin. With the outlet frozen, it was only a matter of time until the line froze solid, in 
sections. Eacll of the catch-basins upstream from the problenl filled, and froze, two feet thick or more. 
Solid blocks of human waste~ Eventually, the entire two block area was frozen to the far ends of the ser­
vice laterals. 

With night time temperatures hovering in the below zero teens or lower, the sewer jet managed to 
thaw between that first catch basin, and the catch basin across the street from the Oasis. The crew then 
had to use a big heater to melt the block of wastelice in that upstream basin, so they could get at the out­
let end of the next length which ran under the street. Then they thawed that length (which is insulated, 
by the way), then had to melt the basin in front of the Oasis. The further they went, tIle slower things 
would go. Evelltually the sewer jet would just sit, and pound, doing nothing. We had to go to melting 
units. After several weeks of fighting the below zero temperatures, the crew got to the point where even 
rental equipment was breaking down and malfunctioning. There were several Septic System companies 
around that advertised "sewer thawing", but when we called them, they did 4" septic lines, not 10" 
mains. Through luck, we did finally manage to find a contractor that had equipment big enough, who was 
willing to try to thaw a 10 inch main. The first falling domino - the lack of constant water flow, caused 
by the closing of the store, - toppled enough tiles in-between, to hit the budget, and possibly the wallet of 
the person in North Republic. 

The sewer system is a totally self funding systenlo Township dollars (as in, General Fund dollars) 
can not fund it, the system user's dollars must fund it. For the user'slpayer's sake, the Board has tried to 
keep rates as low as possible, which means budgeting as tightly as possible. Included in that budget is the 
intent to do all work in-house. This means not paying out dollars to outside contractors until all else fails. 
Employee hours are budgeted. Payments to contractors are unbudgeted, and have to come from some­
where. The Township had spent arollnd $10,000 already, to get as far as they could, but, again, daily op­
erations are budgeted. The $800 charge by the contractor for the hours on that first day was not out of 
line, but where does that unbudgeted money come from? Is this something the Board is going to have to 
plan for, given the way the winters have been going lately? Can the lines really be effectively insulated, 
considering how shallow they are? How much insulation? At only 3 to 3 1/2 feet deep, what happens to 
thicker foam insulation when something heavy drives on it such as delivery trucks or logging trucks? 
The Board is going to have to sit down with our Engineering firm and get these questions and many more 
answered. And, the major point, how does this all get paid for? 

The Board was no happier with the situation than the people involved. We're here to provide ser­
vice, if at all possible. The problem will be studied, and a solution prepared and implementedo 

And, if the store had been operating, none of this might have happened. Sewer dominoso 
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REPUBLIC SIGN COMMITTEE 

During the last round of community input meet­
ings with Rita Hodgins, several committees 
were formed with specific tasks as their goal. 

The Sign Committee was one of those set up to 
re-visit the existing first impressions that travel­
ers see of our community. That committee is 
recommending tllat the North Republic sign, in 
the beach area, be looked at for a more eye­
catching design. 

One idea being proposed is to cover the existing 
sign with a vinyl mural that would have a pic­
ture downloaded from a digital camera. 

What would you like to see on that mllral, that 
would attract people to visit Republic as they 
are driving by? The river? The town? Wildlife? 

Paul Polanski, Leslie Hurst, Marie Serafin, Jon 
Mykkanen, or any of the Planning Commission 
members would like to hear from YOUo 

CONGRATULATIONS!!!! 

The Republic Area Historical Society is pleased 
to note that Ken Salo, member of the RAHS, re­
cently was awarded the Helen Longyear Paul 
Historic Preservation Award by the Marquette 
County History Museum. Ken has been an active 
merrlber of the local society in researching, gath­
ering and preserving the history of the local area. 

Congratulations, Kel1! 

• AL-ANON •
 

• For family and friends of alcoholics. • 

•• Meet others who share your problem • 
:. Replace despair with hope : 
•• Improve family atmosphere • 
:. Build your self confidence. : 

•: Call Katheril1e at 376-8826 • 
• Julie at 376-2391 or 371-2391 • 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

The Republic Area Historical Society is ten­
tatively making plans for a Potato Fest to be 
held Saturday August 9th. Displays and other 
activities will be held in conjunction with 
this event. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

A public meeting will be held at the Repub­
lic Township Hall on Thursday March 27th, 
2008, at 7:00 P.M. Republic Township is 
considering subnlitting a grant application 
to the Michigan Natural Resources Trust 
Fund for the acquisition of the "Old Repub­
lic Bank". The building will become part of 
the Township's recreation program by serv­
ing as the trail head for the Iron Ore Heri­
tage trail, and for recreation activities at 
School Lake and Munson Park. The build­
ing will contain public restrooms, meeting 
space and interpretive displays. 
The public is encouraged to attend and pro­
vide comment. 



REPUBLIC COMMUNITY SERVICES
 
AND
 

YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS
 

We would like to thank all who have contribllted and those who are still contributing to our an­
nual fund drive. 

A big thanks goes out also to those who have helped us with our annual Children's Christmas 
party, and the food baskets that were given to the elderly and the shut-ins again this year. 

It is through these efforts that enable us to continue doing the volunteer work that we do to 
help those in need on a local, county state and national level. 

With sincere thanks and appreciation. 

Carol Nicholas 
President 
Republic Community Services. 

HERITAGE GARDEN 

The first class for the Heritage Garden Elves Project will begin on March 31 st. The chil­
dren (Monday Kids) who meet at the Methodist Cllurch will begin a five-week curriculum of 
learning about plants (herbs and flowers), good soil, good garden bugs and lasagna gardening. . 
When weather permits, they will each prepare and plant a section of a raised garden and have the 
privilege of tending it as long as they wish. We are grateful to the Youth Fund for Greater Ish­
peming Area of the Marquette Community Foundation for making this project possible. 

Heritage Gardeners were disappointed that their grant proposal to the Fiskars Company 
was not successful. Sil1ce it is an annual grant and will be open again in December, the garden­
ers will use this year to gather data and ideas to develop a more extensive (and, hopefully, more 
impressive) application next time. (Fiskars received 500 applications. Atlanta's Heritage Garden 
was successful!) 

If you are willing to support Heritage Garden cheaply and easily (no money or muscle 
required), log on to HamburgerHelper.com. Click on FIND A PROJECT, then scroll to MICHI­
GAN and type in REPUBLIC AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. Click on SEARCH. Then 
click on GAZEBO FOR REPUBLIC'S HERITAGE GARDEN. You will see a brief description 
of the Heritage Garden effort and a space to add your supporting comment. Remember to click 
SEND. You will also have to give your age because they don't want comnlents from anyone un­
der 18. All of the comments submitted so far have not appeared on the site, but we've been as­
sured they will eventually. No date has been given for removal of the project from the site and 
closing it to comment. Suddenly one day it will just be gone. THANKS to anyone willing to 
take a few minutes to give our GAZEBO DREAM a boost! 



BIG BETHANY BBQ BASH
 
JUNE 29,2008
 

BEGINNING AT 10:30 A.M. FOR WORSHIP
 
A FREE BBQ TO FOLLOW
 

WITH SPECIAL MUSIC
 
ON THE BLACKTOP, UNDER A TENT
 

ALL ARE WELCOME
 

Baccalaureate, Sunday May 25. All graduates are welcome. Come ill your cap and gown for a 
special blessing during worship at 10:30 a.m. 

Vacation bible school, June 23-27, The theme this year is "Power lab", watch for our fliers! 
Everyone is welconle. 

Monday night worship resumes on March 31st. You are invited to this quiet service of the 
word with Holy Communion at 7:00 P.M. 

QUILTERS meet every Monday at 9:30 a.m., thru tIle end of May. Come and join us!! This is 
an ecumenical group. Material donations are greatly appreciated. 

Republic United Methodist Church 

Sunday Worship 9: 15 a,m 
Sunday School 10:45 am 
Monday School 10:30 am - 1:30 pm 
Confirmation Class, Monday 12:45 pm 

WITCH LAKE BAPTIST CHURCH 

Our Sunday services are as follows. 9:15 a.m. 
Sunday School, 10:30 a.m. Worship Service. 
Sunday, April 13th is a Singspiration at 7:00 
pm. All are welcome at all services!! There 
will also be a dinner and hymn sing at Lake 
Ellen Camp in Channing on Saturday, April 
5th. The meal will begin at 6:00 p.m. (EST) 
and the singing at 7:00 pm lead by the Janof­
ski family. 

SAINT AUGUSTINES'S CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Weekly Worship Services Saturday evenings, 7:00 P.M.
 

, PASTY SALE PASTY SALE
 

Next to last sale for this season. April 5th. Orders must be in by Thllrsday April 3rd, at noon.
 
Orders can be picked up at the Church after 10:00 a.m.
 



---------------------------------

REPUBLIC AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
 

The following forms are for the use by the public if interested in supporting any of the 
following: 

REPUBLIC AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 2008 MEMBERSHIP FORM
 
P. o. Box 201, Republic, MI 49879
 

Mail to the address on this form or pay in person to a Society member.
 

Name: _ Phone: _ 

Address: 

Please check one: One adult $5.00__ Couple $10.00__ Student $2.50__ . 
Benefactor $100.00 __ 

Thank You! 

REPUBLIC AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY PASCOE HOUSE ENDOWMENT FUND 
Contribution Form 

Yes, I would like to support the Pascoe House Endowment Fund. Here is my tax­
deductible donation of: 
___$25 $50 $100 $250 $500 
__Please contact me to discuss other charitable giving options. 

Name: ____.----- _ Phone:_---------- ­

Street Address: _ City: State;__ ZIP__ 

Enclosed is: Check __Money Order Credit Card 
If paying by Credit Card: __Visa __Mastercard __Discover 
Card Number: -- Expiration Date: "'--_--­
Signature: -- ­

Thank You for your support of the Pascoe House Endowment Fund 

PURCHASE AN ENGRAVED BRICK AT THE PASCOE HOUSE MUSEUM IN HONOR OR IN 
MEMORY OF: 

BRICK ORDER FORM 
Two Lines of Printing - 11 characters - $25.00 
Th L·lnes 0 r P · t· 11 Ch aracters - $36.00ree rln IDg­

YourN~e: ~dres~ _ 

City-State-Zip Code: __-------------------------- ­
Telephone No. _
 
Make checks payable to: Republic Area Historical Society, P.O. Box 201, Republic, Mi. and
 
mail to same address.
 



Membership Application For Republic Ambulance "Care Plan" 

(Please Print)
 

Name: Last First Middle
 

Address: Fire 10# Home Phone 

Date of Birth: 

Single: D 
Medicare Number: 

Married D 
Social Security No.: 

Widowed: D 
Retired From: Employer: 

Insurance I Supplemental Insurance 

COIT'lpany Name: 

City: State: 

Policy Number: 

Zip Code: 

DEPENDENTS: 

Name: Last First Middle 

Dependent Social Security or Medicare # Birth Date 

Name: Last First Middle 

Dependent Social Securitv or Medicare # Birth Date 

Name: Last 

Dependent Social Security or Medicare # 

First 

Birth Date 

Middle 

Name: Last First Middle 

Dependent Social Security or Medicare # Birth Date 

I understand that in order for my membership in the Republic Township Ambulance "Care Plan" to be effective, I must use the services 
of the Republic Township Ambulance. I understand that the membership fee per year provides emergency medical service plus 
ambulance transportation at no additional out-of-pocket cost to me, provided it is medically necessary. I authorize Republic Township 
to bill my insurance carrier or third party payer for any customary charges associated with this service. Republic Township agrees to 
accept those payments in full. I further understand that local services other than to and from a hospital are rendered at $235 per trip 
and $8 per loaded mile. Republic Township will also charge for materials used, if any. I also understand that physician authorization is 
required for all routine medical transfers to and from hospitals and that emergency calls have first priority. 

I understand that this membership is nonrefundable and nontransferable. My membership will start April 1, 2008, and will expire March 
31, 2009. The fee for this plan is $15 for one person, $30 for a couple, and $40 for a family. 

I affirm that I have read and agree to the terms of this membership as described above. 

Signature Date: 
Month Day Year 

MEMBERSHIP WILL NOT BECOME EFFECTIVE WITHOUT YOUR SIGNATURE ON THIS APPLICATION 

This is not an insurance program and does not reduce the obligations of any third party payer. Republic Township retains the right to 
bill Medicare, Medicaid and private insurance companies for services provided. This program is subject to changes to Medicare 
reimbursement and may not be changed or terminated without notice. 


